
First United Methodist Church of Torrance 
Online Church in Worship 

August 30, 2026 

PRELUDE - Hani 
Lord, I Want go Be a Christian 
Arr. Anthony Giamanco 
© 2022 The Leupold Foundation 
Used with Permission. ONE LICENSE # A-401420 

WELCOME & CALL TO WORSHIP	  

Leader:	 Sometimes God calls us through burning bushes, telling us to go free a whole 
people despite our insecurities and fears. 

All:	 God, help us accept your call on our lives. 
Leader:	 Sometimes God calls us, and we don’t understand the full meaning of the 

call, the ways our families, friends, and communities may resist the good 
news and us as messengers of it. 

All:	 God, help us accept your call on our lives. 
Leader:	 Sometimes God calls us to a path that is harder than we think we can handle, 

asking us to trust that God will provide what we need. 
All:	 God, help us accept your call on our lives. 
Leader:	 Beloved, God’s call takes many forms. Sometimes it feels as natural as 

breathing, and sometimes we want to run as far as we can. But take 
assurance in this: You are not alone. God is with us, and God’s call can be 
trusted, because no matter where it leads, God is there. 

All:	 God, help us accept your call on our lives and to trust that what you equip us 
to do is what you call us to do as members of the Body of Christ. Thanks be 
to God! Amen. 

(Written by Dr. Lisa Hancock, Discipleship Ministries) 

OPENING HYMN   #396   O Jesus, I Have Promised  (v, 1, 3, 4) 

1. O Jesus, I have promised  
to serve thee to the end;  
be thou forever near me,  
my Master and my friend. 
I shall not fear the battle  
if thou art by my side,  
nor wander from the pathway  
if thou wilt be my guide.  
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3. O let me hear thee speaking  
in accents clear and still,  
above the storms of passion,  
the murmurs of self-will. 
O speak to reassure me,  
to hasten or control;  
O speak, and make me listen,  
thou guardian of my soul.  

4. O Jesus, thou hast promised  
to all who follow thee  
that where thou art in glory  
there shall thy servant be.  
And Jesus, I have promised  
to serve thee to the end;  
O give me grace to follow,  
my Master and my Friend. 

O Jesus, I Have Promised 
John E Bode | Arthur H Mann 
Public Domai 

VBS/YEAR RECAP   Pastor Angela 

TEACHERS APPRECIATION	 	  

CHILDREN AND YOUTH TIME     Phoebe 

SPECIAL MUSIC	  

ANNOUNCEMENTS     Shawn 

JOYS AND CONCERNS / PASTORAL PRAYER / LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, the power, and glory 
forever. Amen. 
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OFFERING 

For those who are called and able, gifts and tithes can still be made through online 
giving, by mailing them in, and by dropping them off to the church office through the 
secure mail slot to the left of the double door entry to the church hallway. 

OFFERTORY MUSIC - Sofia and Joshua 
So Will I 
Benjamin Hastings | Joel Houston | Michael Fatkin 
© 2017 Hillsong Music Publishing Australia 
Used with Permission. CCLI License # 656051 | ONE LICENSE # A-401420 

God of Wonders 
Marc Byrd | Steve Hindalong 
© 2000 Never Say Never Songs; New Spring; Meaux Mercy; Storm Boy Music 
Used with Permission. CCLI License # 656051 

DOXOLOGY 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
praise him, all creatures here below;  
praise him above, ye heavenly host;  
praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

Praise God From Whom All Blessings Flow (Old 100th) 
Louis Bourgeois | Thomas Ken 
Public Domain 

PRAYER OF DEDICATION 

Holy God, you call ordinary people from unexpected places and send them into hard 
and holy work. As you met Moses in the fire that did not consume, and as you met 
Peter on the road of costly discipleship, meet us now in these gifts we bring. Shape us 
by your presence, not by fear; by service, not by power; by love that risks itself for the 
sake of others. Receive our offering as a sign that we trust your “I AM” to go with us 
and that we are willing to follow Christ, even when the way is demanding. Use what 
we give to bring freedom, healing, and hope to your world. Amen.  

(Exodus 3:1-15, Matthew 16:21-28)  

SCRIPTURE   Matthew 16:21–28 (NRSV) 

21 From that time on, Jesus began to show his disciples that he must go to Jerusalem 
and undergo great suffering at the hands of the elders and chief priests and scribes, 
and be killed, and on the third day be raised. 22 And Peter took him aside and began to 
rebuke him, saying, “God forbid it, Lord! This must never happen to you.” 23 But he 
turned and said to Peter, “Get behind me, Satan! You are a stumbling block to me; for 
you are setting your mind not on divine things but on human things.” 
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24 Then Jesus told his disciples, “If any want to become my followers, let them deny 
themselves and take up their cross and follow me. 25 For those who want to save their 
life will lose it, and those who lose their life for my sake will find it. 26 For what will it 
profit them if they gain the whole world but forfeit their life? Or what will they give in 
return for their life? 

27 “For the Son of Man is to come with his angels in the glory of his Father, and then 
he will repay everyone for what has been done. 28 Truly I tell you, there are some 
standing here who will not taste death before they see the Son of Man coming in his 
kingdom.” 

Response 
The Word of the Lord: 
Thanks be to God. 

CONGREGATIONAL ANTHEM - UMH#176     Majesty, Worship His Majesty  

Majesty, worship his majesty;  
unto Jesus be all glory, honor, and praise.  
Majesty, kingdom authority,  
flow from his throne unto his own; his anthem raise.  
So exalt, lift up on high the name of Jesus.  
Magnify, come glorify Christ Jesus, the King.  
Majesty, worship his majesty,  
Jesus who died, now glorified, King of all kings.0 

Majesty 
Jack Hayford 
© 1981 New Spring 
Used by Permission. CCLI License # 656051 

SERMON - Rev. Jacob Lee 

Grace for the Weary (Final Message) 
Grace for the Road Ahead 

CLOSING HYMN   #593   Here I Am, Lord  (v. 1, 3) 

1. I, the Lord of sea and sky,  
I have heard my people cry.  
All who dwell in dark and sin  
my hand will save.  
I who made the stars of night,  
I will make their darkness bright.  
Who will bear my light to them?  
Whom shall I send? 
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Refrain 
Here I am, Lord.  
Is it I, Lord?  
I have heard you calling in the night.  
I will go, Lord,  
if you lead me.  
I will hold your people in my heart. 

3. I, the Lord of wind and flame,  
I will tend the poor and lame,  
I will set a feast for them.  
My hand will save.  
Finest bread I will provide  
till their hearts be satisfied.  
I will give my life to them.  
Whom shall I send? 

Refrain 

Here I Am, Lord 
Dan Schutte | Carlton Young 
© 1981, 1988 OCP  
Used with Permission. ONE LICENSE # A-401420 

BENEDICTION 

POSTLUDE - Hani 
“Under the double eagle” March Op.159 
Josef F. Wagner 
Public Domain 
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Online Giving 
If you are able, please give your tithes and offerings through our secure portal at  

https://firstumctorrance.org/giving/. 

 

Permission to podcast / stream the music in this service obtained from  
- ONE LICENSE with license # A-401420, and from 
- CCLI with license # CSPL052773. 
The Scripture quotations contained herein are from the New Revised Standard Version of the 
Bible (NRSV), © 1989 by the Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the 
Churches of Christ in the United States of America, and are used by permission.  

All rights reserved.
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